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January 25, 2017 
 
Current and Future Families of the GRC Band, 
 
I am writing today to share with you some of the exciting changes in the band program for the 
upcoming school year. While I will attempt to address some potential questions in this letter, I 
would strongly encourage you to attend a special meeting on Monday, January 30th at 6pm in the 
Auditorium of Campbell Junior High. Families will be able to ask questions and discuss special 
circumstances at this time.  
 
Changes for 2017-18 School Year 
 

1. All members of the GRC Band will participate in all facets of the band program, 
including the fall marching band. Students will no longer be given the option to not 
participate. Students who play a fall sport at GRC will be exempt from this rule. Students 
who are physically unable to participate will also be exempted, with a signed letter from 
their physician.  

2. The number of after school rehearsals will be reduced. The band will practice:  
• Mondays from 4-5pm.  
• Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4-6:30  
• There will be no band rehearsals or sectionals on Wednesdays or Fridays – unless 

there is a football game.  
• The band will continue to rehearse and/or compete on Saturdays.  

3. The band will practice marching band music during the school day to compensate for the 
lost after school time. Concert/Symphonic Band music will be rehearsed once marching 
season has concluded.  

4. Participation in band will count as a physical education credit, beginning with the 2017 
school year. Students in band will no longer have to take a separate PE or Gym class to 
graduate.  

 
With these changes, all students will now be able to begin bonding and improving their 
musicianship at the same time. In the past, students who did not march were being left behind 
socially and musically, as they were missing many of the events that create our family 
atmosphere.  Additionally, due to the reduced number of after school rehearsals, it will now be 
easier for those involved in other activities, including sports, to participate.  
 
What does this mean? Why the change? Will the band be more/less competitive?  
 
Truthfully, the decision to return to a “comprehensive band” model has been in the works for 
years. It helps to solve many of the challenges we face in the fall with balancing 
academics/music/other life commitments. This is a very common approach for Kentucky high 
school band programs, especially those who compete at the state champion level. While we will 
rehearse less after school, the band will have a net increase of rehearsal time, once you factor in 
over 4 hours of rehearsals during the school day.     Continued... 
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I do hope that no student or family will feel pushed away from making music in the high school 
band. I understand that there could be some situations where students may not want to continue 
in band due to these changes. If you find this to be the case, please consider scheduling a meeting 
with me here at school. The most common concerns with marching band are easily remedied. 
They include: 
 

• Difficulty finding a ride 
• Concerns about finances/band fees 
• Students needing to work to help with family finances 
• Academics (Lots of AP Classes, being overworked) 

 
Please allow me the opportunity to work with your family to address any concerns.  
 
Also, I’d like to take this opportunity to officially announce that the band will be competing at 
the Bands of America Super Regional in Indianapolis this October. The event is held at Lucas 
Oil Stadium, the home stadium of the NFL’s Indianapolis Colts.  
	
I am very excited by this change, and strongly believe that this will lead to an amazing year for 
the GRC Bands in 2017. We are looking forward to seeing you at Monday’s informational 
meeting.  
	
	
	
	
Sincerely,  

 
 
Michael Payne 
Director of Bands 
George Rogers Clark HS  
	


